
CHAPEL HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS
THE BUSINESS OF FRANKLIN STREET

RESOURCES & QR CODES FROM THE EXHIBIT
at the Orange County Historical Museum
201 N. Churton Street in Hillsborough

This exhibit focuses upon the historic 100 block of Franklin
Street - where the town of Chapel Hill began. We
wholeheartedly invite you to explore ALL of downtown with its
history, landmarks, shopping, dining, fun folks and stories to
share! This is formatted to be iphone-friendly!

About the Golden Record, Launched 1977
and Bill Nye Explains the Golden Record

PURPOSE & BACKGROUND OF FRANKLIN STREET
The following stories, below, are from our current exhibit. Please explore the resources & QR
codes from our previous exhibit, A History of Hope: Chapel Hill & UNC, Part 1 and 2 for more
details and understanding about the beginnings and history of our town and University.

A HISTORY OF HOPE, UNC AND CHAPEL HILL focused upon the intertwined, often unspoken,
collective history of Chapel Hill and our flagship University. Part 1 of the exhibit covered the very
beginnings from pre-1793 to 1928. The story continues in Part 2, 1930 -1980. This exhibit was replaced
by The Business of Franklin Street in March 2024.

Main Street America - A Grassroots Network

https://youtu.be/f1KTXeM5Bww?si=FGehVlzIMdggjfxC
https://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/golden-record/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5BG5nGmGFQ
https://chapelhillhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/FINALVERSION-Part-2-A-History-of-Hope_-Resources-Recommendations.pdf


When Chapel Hill Was Half Black
and A Rock Wall That Helped to Break Barriers

The Town Pump

Where is Firehouse Hill?

How Church Street Got Its Name

PEOPLE & PASSION ON FRANKLIN STREET

Mama Dip's Kitchen and Remembering Mama Dip

https://stonewalls.substack.com/p/chapel-hill-was-half-black
https://www.wral.com/story/reliving-the-history-of-a-chapel-hill-rock-wall-that-s-helped-to-break-barriers/19542392/
https://openorangenc.org/content/town-pump-chapel-hill
https://openorangenc.org/buildings/chapel-hill-fire-department-fire-house-hill
https://openorangenc.org/buildings/200-w-franklin-st
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZtmyLEsiLk
https://uncpressblog.com/2018/06/01/remembering-mama-dip-by-william-ferris/


Mason Motel

About James Cates and James Cates Memorial Dedication

The Flower Ladies

The FIRST "Rushing Franklin Street"

17 Seconds

https://openorangenc.org/buildings/603-w-rosemary-st-mason-motel-masons-motor-court
https://chapelhillhistory.org/news/james-cates-remembrance-event-november-2021/
https://www.wunc.org/race-demographics/2022-11-22/unc-chapel-hill-dedicates-memorial-james-lewis-cates-jr
https://www.unc.edu/discover/decades-later-memories-of-flower-ladies-live-on/
https://www.unc.edu/discover/celebrate-a-basketball-centennial/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiy4UvfFFrQ


THE FUTURE OF FRANKLIN STREET

The Story of Carolina Argyle

East Franklin Street is changing, not dying

Star Wars on Franklin Street

Antonio McBroom

Franklin Street's Innovation Junction

"Meet me at Midway!"

https://www.unc.edu/discover/from-new-idea-to-iconic-design/#:~:text=Carolina%20alumnus%20and%20Chapel%20Hill,Coach%20Dean%20Smith's%20basketball%20team.&text=Alexander%20Julian%20was%20in%20a,home%20asking%20for%20a%20favor
https://triangleblogblog.com/2024/01/29/east-franklin-street-is-changing-not-dying/
https://downtownchapelhill.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=525c23765100ad2efd733ea12&id=9886f8ef02&e=60fe60ce5e
https://www.moreheadcain.org/2018/11/antonio-mcbroom-08-ben-jerrys-youngest-franchisee/
https://www.dailytarheel.com/article/2023/10/university-innovate-carolina-junction
https://chapelboro.com/sponsored/meet-me-at-midway-nick-stroud-and-the-baxter


The Original Midway, Chapel Hill's Black Financial District

Sutton's: A 100-Year Legacy on Franklin Street

Carolina Coffee Shop

A Eulogy for Linda's

Coming to Franklin Street!

https://youtu.be/K7kZkN5y75Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMLzwLSwpd8
https://www.carolinacoffeeshop.com/carolina-coffee-shop-news
https://triangleblogblog.com/2024/01/02/a-eulogy-for-lindas-writers-dth-journalists-and-organizers-remember-the-institution-in-chapel-hill/
https://www.axios.com/local/raleigh/2024/03/26/michelin-star-chef-big-franklin-street-bet-proximo-brandon-sharp


Next Generation of Downtown

chapelhillhistoricalsociety.org

We hope you will join us to help build a future for Franklin Street - one that is
indeed glorious with true diversity, opportunities, growth & service that reflect
the community we truly aspire to be.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
❖ Stroll, shop & eat downtown…on a regular basis
❖ Encourage your friends and neighbors to do the same
❖ Sign up for news from the Downtown Partnership:

Join the Mailing List | Experience Downtown Chapel Hill
❖ Learn more Chapel Hill history and local Black history
❖ Take a Hometown Ambassadors Tour: heartofthehilltours.com
❖ Recommend this exhibit to others and talk about your reactions and ideas for

downtown
❖ Explore further resources & links, such as chapelhillhistory.org,

fromtherockwall.org, visitchapelhill.org and downtownchapelhill.org.
❖ And please, Support Us – Chapel Hill Historical Society!

###

https://www.dailytarheel.com/article/2023/08/city-generational-business-feature
http://chapelhillhistoricalsociety.org
https://downtownchapelhill.com/join-the-mailing-list/
http://heartofthehilltours.com
http://chapelhillhistory.org
https://fromtherockwall.org/
http://visitchapelhill.com
http://downtownchapelhill.org
https://chapelhillhistoricalsociety.org/join/

